Hide and Seek

“Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” Mt.6:4b

Introduction:

“If there is a God, whg doesn’t he just show
himself?” Many of us have seen t‘{is ques’cion, in
one form or ano’cher, on the lips of the
exasperatecl seeker of God. “ God is real, whg
doesn’t hejus’c tell us? Whg all of this hicling? Whg

all of the seeking?”

One could argue that God has “shown
himself” in the person of Jesus. God revealed his
will more clearlg in Jesus’ life than in the
disembodied voice that told Abraham to leave all
he knew and gotoa Place he would tell him about
later. God expressecl his character more Fu”g in
the death of Christ than in the ten commandments,
written in stone amidst all of the fire works and
smoke on Mount Sinai. God spoke of the future
more clearlg in the resurrection and ascension of
Jesus Christ than the embodied voice of the



Prophe’c speakingjuclgment and grace. Jesus was
God incarnate; God like us, God with us, God

among us.

But then, after Jesus’ sudden death and
unexpec’cecl resurrection and ascension, we
humans were back to experiencing God as a
disembodied SPirit, which, like the wind, comes and
goes. We do not know where it comes from or

where it is going.

The Christian, who has this Holg SPirit working In
his life, has this same “hide and seek” experience
with God. Mother Teresa, it seems experiencecl
God’s hicling for years. We exPerience times where
God is absent or at least very difficult to find,

between intimate experiences with him.

This “hide and seek” with God is a real Problem for

us.

On this first Sunclag of Advent, however, we have



oPPor’cunitg to consider hide and seek with God,
not as a Problem, but as an opportunitg. We can
consider this experiencej not as another part of
the existential struggle of life, but as a source of

Iaughter, of wonder, and evenjog.

Let’s begin the Christmas season by Playing hide
and seek with God!

Move: The Invitation to Hide

“Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” Mt.6:4b

This 5crip’cure is a keg part of the structure of
Matthew 6. Picture an old home with a stucco and
wood beamed ceiling. This Phrase is that dark,
textured beam, repeated every b, feet or so as you

look up and follow it with your eyes.

WC see it il’l Verse 4}'. “Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward 3ou.” lt iS aISO iﬂ Verse 6. “Then your F‘ather, who sees what is done in

secret, will rewarclgou.” And we see |t agaln |n verse 18 “And

your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”



Just as the beams of a house are connected to
Cross beams, these statements are connected to an
invitation. Theg are connected to an invitation to
hide something. First it is to hide acts of
generositg. “But when you give to the neeclg, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is
cloing so that your gving may be in secret.” (v.3-
43) Then it is an invitation to hide our prayers.
“But when you pray, go into your room, close the
door and pray to your Father...” (v.6a) The third
time it is an invitation to hide a fast. “But when you
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so
that it will not be obvious to others that you are
Fas’cing, but onlg to your Father...” (v. 17-18a)
Jesus is inviting us to hide little acts of generosity,
to hide times of prayer, to cover up times of

Fasﬁﬂg. IF we ClO th iS) qu Sagsj “Then your F‘ather, who sees what is

done in secret, will reward you.”

Move: Emphasis
The “beams” of generositg, prayer and Fasting are



covered with Plaster. That is, these religious
activities are not so much the focus of Jesus’
teaclﬂing as theg are a suPPort to a wider Point that

Jesus wants to make visible.

Generositg, prayer and Fasting are common
religious activities. Jesus is using what is common
to describe something that is uncommon. His Poin’c
is not to reinforce generosity, prayer and Fasting.
His Point is to describe a new way of being

religious.

“But when you Fas’c, Pu’c oil on your head and wash
your face, so that it will not be obvious to others
that you are Fasting, but onlg to your l:ather, who
is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is doing

in secret, will reward you.” (v.17-18)
Move: The Religion of the Resume

Jesus contrasts his invitation to hide things with

“the religion of the resume”. The religion of the



resume is that approach to religion where you do
religious things to “wow” others and receive from
them the honor due to those who are “trulg

spiritual”.

The religion of the resume is another part of the
structure of our passage. In verse 2 Jesus
describes this kind of religiosity in relation to
generosity. “So when you gjve to the needg, do
not announce it with trumpets, as theg hgpocrites
do in the synagogues, and on the streets, to be
honored bg others. Trulg [ tell you, theg have
received their reward in full.” Inverse 5 he
llustrates the religion of the resume in relation to
Praging. «..do not be like the hgpocrites, for theg
love to pray s’cancling in the synagogues and on the
street corners to be seen bg others. Trulg [ tell
you, theg have received their reward in full> And
again, in verse 16 he says, “When you Fas’c, do not
look somber as the hgpocri’ces do, for theg
clisﬁgure their faces to show others theg are
Fas’cing. Trulg [ tell you, theg have received their



reward in full.” Jesus describes the religion of the
resume quite Plagfu”g, with a bit of humor and even

a Pinch of sarcasm.

This is a common way of being religious in our clag
as well. Itis all very serious. You begin bg |oo|<ing
for those things which will impress your religious
peers; thing like gving, prayer and Fasting. Then
you set out to excel at these religious Practices.
You must, however, make sure that you do them in
a way that others will see and be very impressecl.
The religion of the resume is about builcling up a
very strong and very visible resume that is sure to

establish you as a sPiri’cual force.

Jesus doesn’t cleng the religion of the resume
works. This aPProach can and does impress
others and give you spiritual status with peers. He
simplg makes the Poin’c that the “wow” of others is
all you will get. Their esteem is “your reward in
full’. Thisis sad, because there is so much more to

knowing and Fo”owing God.



S0, in 6:1 Jesus warns us of this way. “Be careful
not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ infront of
others, to be seen bg them. hcgou clo, you will have

no reward from your Father in heaven.” (6:1)
Move: Uncommon Religion

Jesus invites us to experience religion as a game of

hide and seek with God.

The game begins when we express of our love for
God in some secret and hidden way. Jesus gjves us
three examples. “But when you give to the needg,
do not let your left hand know what your righ’c
hand is cloing, so that your giving may be in
secret.” (v.3-4a) “But when you pray, go into
your room, cose the door and pray to your
Father...” (v.6a) And “But when you fast, put oil
on your head and wash your Face, so that it will not
be obvious to others that you are Fasting. 7=
18a)



Once we have hidden ghcts of love, God “finds
them”. Our hidden ghcts of generositg are seen bg
God and rewarded. Our secret ghcts of prayer are
“found” bg God and blessed. Our ‘Fas’cing mask” is
removed bg God with a sparkle in his eyes.

Jesus is inviting us to Plag hide and seek with God.

Move: Plaging Hide and Seek with God

It is so fun to watch children Plaging hide and seek.
The first thing theg dois decide who is “it”. The
one who is “it” will seek the others who have
hidden. | alwags wanted to “hide” as a child. I never
wanted to be “it”.

Isn’t it nice of God to be “it”? We often think that
we are the ones who have to £0 |oo|<ing for God.
God has run off without us and hidden
somewhere. And we have to get up and look for

him, wishing that he would qui’c Plaging this game



and ca”ing it faith. Butinthe way Jesus describes
our relationship with God the roles are reversed.

We are the ones who are hiding and God is the one
who is seeking. This makes beinga Christian much

more fun!

Once children have Figured out whois seeking and
who is hicling the game rea”g begins. The secker
starts to count while the others get creative,

Iooking for rea”g goocl hicling Places.

My favorite hicling Place was the clirtg cothes
hamper. Our home had a hamper that was built
into the wall. Above the hamper were cabinets with
the clean towels. The hamper itself had a Iarge
door for removing, the launclrg. Then there was a
small door at the toP of the hamper which Hipped
down to receive the clirtg clothes and towels. What
its makers never considered was that the hamper
was also a wonderful Place to hide. Inside it was
enclosed and secure. It was dark and hidden. The

sma” ClOOF was PCF{:CCt For an occasional {:U!"ﬁVC



glance for the seeker. 1t was a bit like the room
Jesus transforms into a prayer closet inverse 6.

“...gointo your room, close the door and pray.. J

The creativity and Plawculness of hide and seek
comes out in Jesus descrip’cion of our relationship
with God. Jesus’ clescrip’cion of hiding acts of
generosity reminds me of a small child who covers
his eyes and thinks ’cha’c, because she cannot see
herself, no one else can either. Now this is
something we can do in our relationship with God.
«...donot let your left hand know what your riglﬂt
hand is cloing.” (v.3) His clescrip’cion of “hide and
seek Fasting” sounds like a child Plaging dress up.
Jesus suggests Plaging dress up in our relationship
with God. “...put oil on your head and wash your
face, so that it will not be obvious to others that

you are Fasting. 7 (v6)

Once everyone is hidden the game gets even
bet’cer. Have you ever |i5’cenecl to what happens

when someone is found? The combination of



screams of surprise and |augl*|s ofjog, mixed with
jus’c a touch of fear, is one of the most wonderful
sounds in the world. And once everyone is found
theg all say, with breathless excitement, “Let’s do it

again!”

Could this rea”g become the tenor of our
relationship with God? Itis so fun! Itis so creative
ancljog?ul! It is so energjzing! And this is the kind
of relationship with God that Jesus wants us to

experience. Christianitg IS goocl news after all!

Application: Comfort

If God seems to be hiding in your life, know
that you are in a time of growth. God hides from us
to cleepen our conviction that he is alwags with us.
There are times when God removes himself from
the ways in which he has been conFirming his
presence to us. When he does this it is to teach us
that his presence is more secure than our

expec’cations. He s’ceps behind us in order to show



us that no matter what is happening in our lives and
no matter what we are experiencing emo’ciona”g, he

is, in fact, present with us.

This conviction of God’s presence IS absolutelg
essential if we are going to P|39 hide and seek with
him. If, when we are hicling, we begin to doubt that
the seeker is not looking for us, then thejog of the
game transforms into fear, loneliness and Pain.
The conviction that the seeker is looking forusis
requirecl if the game is going to be filled with
creativity andjog. God is gving us what we need in
order to relate to him bg hiclingghcts of love for him

to find.

If you are seeking after God, you are in a time of

deepening your rela’cionship with God.
Application: Cha”enge

We often think that the best way to deal with

the evil of the world is to be serious. We must



unmask the injustices of the world, not putona
happg face while Fas’cing . We must stand up for
the oppressed of the world, not hide in a room with
the door closed. We must call others to live life
simplg so that the poor migh’c simplg live, not Plag
children’s games with our righ’c and left hands.
Such talk of Plaging hide and seek with God is
irresponsible at best and callous toward the

sugering at worst.

But such thinking has Forgo’cten the power of
transcendence. Have you ever fallen asleep with
your thoughts all tied up in knots? Then, when you
wake up you wonder what all of the fuss was
about? When we are caught up in anxiety and
frustration our world gets smaller and smaller until
the onlg thing that exists is the struggles we are
clealing with when we fall asleep. But when we wake
up our mind has gone back into its default mode
and the skies have oPened up again. This is the
power of transcendence. Itisa way of getting out

of ’che boxes ’chat we ha\/e created for ourselves



and seeing the big Pic’cure again.

This is what Plaging hide and seek with God does
for us and for other People. APProaching life with
a sense of Plag is a wonderful antidote for the
cynicism, legalism andjudgmentalism that Plagues
our world. Hicling expressions of love for God
each clag opens up the freedom and creativity of
new Possibilities. Waiting for the goocl secrets to
be “found out” gjves us the courage and streng’ch
to Push through the unfair and even brutal things
that happen in our world.

Plaging hide and seek with God is a very goocl way
to deal with the evil of this world.

Condclusion:
As children of God then, let us hide little giicts of
love for God this Christmas season. Christmas,

above all times, is a season of hide and seek with
God.



During the Advent season we celebrate the God of
the universe hicling himself in, of all things, a babgl
The One who caused evergthing to exist that
exists, the One who rightlg has all of the power and
all of the glorg, Plan’cs a secret of love in a child of
poor parents who is bornina manger. Andjus’c for
fun he makes the pregnancy one that is tough to

explain.

The ones who seek the Christ child are a surprise.
The blue~co”ar, Fou|~mouthecl, workers of Jesus’
dag, the Shephercls, are told to seek the child bﬂ a
robed choir of angels. Some new age Pries’c tgpes
follow their astrologg and it takes them straight to
Jesus. When theg find the child theg break out in

wonder, in awe and injog.

If this isn’t hide and seek, 1 don’t know what is. |
canjus’c hear God saying, at the birth of Jesus,
“5ur|:>rise!” And when the shephercls and wise men
show up he says, “You found me!” And People
throughout the ages have respondecl bg saging,



“|_et’s play this game again next year!”
Pay g 2 Y

Brothers and sisters, Jesus is inviting us to Plag
hide and seek with God. Let’s accept the invitation
and spencl this advent season hiding little ghcts of
love for God in our homes, with our friends and
Familg, and in our church community. And let’s wait
with eagerness for God to find them. May this be
the tone of our relationship with God and with each
other, to his glorg and to his honor. Amen.



